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food, which was sent 1o the cites. This enabled city dwellrs to become both
raders and crafspeople.

“The Ife were gifed arists who carved in wood and ivory. They produced

fertacott sculptures and cast in metal. Some scholrs believ that the rulers
supporte atsts. Many clay and metal casts poriray Ife rulers in an ideal-
st way.
Kingdom of Benin To the south and west of e, near the dela o the
Niger Rver laythe Kingdom of Benin (bulNIHN). Like the Yoruba peo-
ple of Ife 1 Oyo, the people of Benin made thir homes in the forst.
“The first Kings of Benin date from the 1200s. ke the Yoruba kings, the
oba, o ruler, of Benin based hisright o rule on clims of descent rom
e first king of e

I the 14005, the oba named Evuare made Benin ino 2 major West
Affcan state. He did 5o by bulding a powerful army. He used it 0 control
an area that by 1500 strtched from the Niger River del n the east (0 what
s today Lagos, Nigeia. Evuare lso siengthened Benin ity by building
‘walsaround it Inside theciy, broad szes werelined by nat ws o houses.

“The huge palace conained many courtyards and works o art. Artists work-
ing for the ob created magnificent brass heads of the royal family and copper
figurines. Brass plagues on the walls and columns of the royal palace of the oba
showed logends, historical scencs, and the decds of the oba and his nobles.
‘According o traditon, Benin artss learned ther crafl from an Ife atist brought
o Benin by the oba 0 teach them.

Inthe 14505, Porugucse rading ships began tosailino Benin's port at Gwatto.
“The Portuguess traded with Benin merchans for pepper, leopard skins, ivory, and
enslaved persons. This began severl centuries of European inlerference in Africs,
during which they enslaved Africans and seized Afiican terioris for colonies.
‘Meanwihile, East Africans —discussed in Section 3—prospered from frade and
developed trivin cites and empires.
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West African Civilizations

ECONOMICS WestAfica These clzatons demonstate - Ghana
contsined seveal i and the ichnessof Afican culure <l
poweru state,incuding befoe European calonizaion. * Sundata

‘Ghana, Maand Songhai.
o Batis

SETTING THE STAGE While the Almohads and Almoravids were building
empires in North Afic, three powerful empires flourihed in West Africa. These
ancient African empirs arose n the Sahel, the ssvanna region just south of the
‘Sahara. They grew strong by contollng irade. In this section you will lesrn
aboutthe West Affcan empires of Ghana, Mali, and Songhi.

Empire of Ghana
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West Afrcan Empirs, 1000-1500
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Interprating Maps
Regon Compare e regons ocuped by te Ghane Mo, and Songhal empies i s
of sz an oo

. Evionment nsraction o i he &nvtonmen both cottte SoucEs o
and causeprobles for raders?

Merchants met i trading ciies, where they exchanged goods under the walch-
ful eye of the king’s ax collclor. In additon o faxing trade, roal offcials made.
sure tha ll raders weighed goods faily and id business according o Ja. Royal
uards alo provided potection from bandis.

Land of Gold By the year 800, Ghan had become an empire. Because Ghara’
Kking conirolled trade and commanded 2 lare amy, he could demand taxes and
ifls from the chiefs of surounding lands. As long s the chiefs made thir pay-
menis, th king Ietthem in peace 10 rule the own people.

I hisroyal palace, the king stored gold nuggels and skabs of salt (colected a5
{axes). Only the king had the right fo own gold s, although gold dus feely
ciculatd in the marketplce. By this means, the king limited the supply of gold
and kept s price from falling. Ghan's African uler acted as a elgious leader,
chief judge, and miliary commander. He headed a lange burcaucracy and could
call up a huge army. In 1067, 3 Muslim geographer and scholar named al-Bakr
Wrote a descrption of Ghana' roal court:

PRIMARY SOURCE
The king adoms himelf .. wearing necklaces and braclets. . The cout of appeal s
ekd in 3 domed paviion sround which and ten hrses with ld embroidered
rappings: Behind th king stand ten pages hlding shiekds and swords decorated with
0k, and on i right re the sons of the subordinats o] kings of i country, o
weaing splendid gaments and with therhalrmixed with gold.
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Islamic Influences While Islam spread hrough
North Affca by conquest, south of the Sahara,
Islam spresd through trade. Muslim merchants and

{eachers setled inthe taes south of the Sahara and. Sundista
introduced their fith there. 21255
‘Eventually, Ghana's rulers converted to Iskam. By e
the end of the 11th centry, Muslm advisers were Pt Lt s s
helping the king run his kingdom. While GIana's | Aot e o oo o
Affcan rules acceptd siam, many people in the Ve Sumangun, rer o 3 neihboring
empire clung o teiranimisic belifs and pactces. | - state,ovean Kangaba i the ary 12005, he
‘Animism i the belief that piis Iving i animals, | wantd o ciminate el 50 he murdered all
plants, and natural forces play an important ole in | % Sundina' rothers.He spored Sundise,

o was sy and seemed kel o e
dail life. Much ofthe population never comverted. e o S e e

Those who did kept many of teir ormer blics, | spanginand became o popolsr o f
Which thy observed along wih ISiam. Among the | many wariors. In 125, S’ amy
upper clas,Ilams arowth ncotraged the spread | defeted Sumangur nd s oops.
of lieacy. To study the Quran, comerts (0 ISam

‘had to learn Arabic. Mansa Musa
g "5 i Amoraviasor Nt A Ema
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Empire of Mali s o ol gt s

By 1235 the kingdom of Mali had emerged. Its the procession.

Toindrswere Mand speking pople, wh e | Wt g ey o g

South of Ghana. Mali's wealth, like Ghana’, was | Cao that the value of tris precious meal

built on gold. As Ghana remained weak, people SR T -

Who had been under it control began to act inde-

Dendeny. T 3aiion, mines o hew oid | ESEARH LI For e on St

deposits farther east. This caused the most impor- Wi i, o St

{ant trade routs to shifl castvard, which made o
new group of people—the people of Mali—

wealthy. It also ensble them {0 size power.

Sundiata Conquers an Empire Malis first great leader, Sundiata
(SuIAHT-ah), came 1o power by crushing cruel unpopula leader. Then, i the
‘Words of a Mande oral traditon, “the world knew o other master but Sundiata.”
‘Sundiata became Malfs mansa, or emperor. Thiough a seres of mlitary victoies,
he took over the kingdom of Ghana and the trading cites of Kumbi and Walaa. A-
‘period of peace and prosperity folowed.

‘Sundists proved o be s great a eader n peace 3 he had been in war. He put
able adminstrators i charge of Mals finances, defense, and forelgn afir. From
his new capital at Niani, he promoted agriculture and restablished the gold-salt
{rade. Niani became an important center of commerce and trade. People began (o
call Sundiats's empire Mali, meaning “where the king lives™
Mansa Musa Expands Mali Sundiaa did in 1255. Some of Malfs nex ruers
became Muslims. These Afican Muslim rules buit mosques, aiended public
prayers, and supported the preaching of Muslim holy men. The most famous of
them was Mansa Musa (MAHNsah moorSAH), who may have been Sundiaa’s
srandnephew. Mansa Musa ruled from about 1313 10 1332
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Analyzing Primary Sources

Mansa Musa’s Kingdom
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Betwoen the reigns of Sundiata and Mansa Musa, Mali experienced turmoil.
‘There had been seven different ulers in approximately S0 years. Like Sundita,
Mansa Musa was  skilled militay leader who exercsed ryal conrolover th gold-
salt trade and put down every rbellon. His 100,000-man army keptorder and pro-
tected Mali from attack. Under Manss Mus, he empireexpanded f0 roughly twice.
he size of the empire of Ghana. To govern his far-esching empite, Mansa Musa
divided it into provinces and appoinid governors, who ruled firly and effciently.

A devout Muslim, Mansa Musa wen on a0 Mecea fom 1324 10 1325. When
e retumed. heordered he building of new mosques at the rading cifies of Timbukiu
(FBNDUK-TOO) and Gao. Timbukt became one o the most important ctiesofthe.
empire. I atracted Muslim judges, doctors,religious leders, and scholars fom far
‘and wide. They ttended Timbuktu' oustanding mosques and universitics.
Travels of Ibn Battuta In 1352, one of Mansa Musz’s successors prepared 10
receive  raveler and historian named Lbn Battuta (vs+ubn ba-Toortah). A native
of Tangier in North Afria, n Battta had traveled for 27 years, visiing most of
the counirics in the Islamic world.

‘After leaving the royal palace, Ton Bttuta visited Timbuktu and other ciies in
Mali. He found he could travel without fear of crime. As 2 devout Muslim, he
praise the people for ther study of the Qur'an. However, he sl crficized them
fornot tricly practcing Istams moral code. Even so, Malf' usticesystem grealy
impressed him:

PRIMARY SOURCE
They ae seldom unjus, and havea reatr abhorence o nusice than any other
‘eopl.Thersuitan shows no mery to anyone who i gl of thefeast act of . There
5 complete sacuriy i their county. Neithe ravelr nor inhabiant in  has anything
fear fom robbers.
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Ton Battua left Maliin 1353, Within SO yeur, the once-powerful empire began
o weaken. Mostof Mansa Musa$ successors lacked his ablity o govern well In
addition, the gold trade that had been the basis of Malr's wealh shifld esstward as
new goldfelds were developed elswhere.

Empire of Songhai
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Other Peoples of West Africa

While emptes e ad i, chy-stas developed i oer
pars of West Affic. As i Ghana, M, and Songhs,
Mush tmdtion nfluenced some of tese city-sttes.
Other ciy-iteshed o e racitons] Affican belits.
Hausa Gty States Compata The Hauss (1OW-sut) vere
2 oup ofpeopleramed afer e angisg ey spoke The
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N city-states of the Hausa peopl first emerged between the
History years 1000 and 1200 in the savanna area east of Mali and

‘Songhai in what i today northen Nigeri. Songhai briefly
ruled the Hausa city-staes, but they soon regained their
independence. In such citystaes as Kano, Katsia, and
Zazza (tter Zaria,loca rlersbuil waled cits or heir
capitls. From their capitals, Hausa rulers governed the
farming villsges outsde th city walls

Each ruler depended on the crops of the farmers and on
a thriving trade in sall, erin, and cotion cloth made by
urban weavers. Because they were locaed on trde routes
that linked other West Affican stales wilh the
Mediterranean, Kano and Kaisina became major trading
Sates. They profited greatly from supplying the needs of
caravans. Kano was noted fo s woven and dyed cloth and
for s leather goods.

Zazzau, the southernmst state, conducted 3 vigorous
rade in enslaved persons. Zazzau' traders raided an area
South of the ciy and sold their capives o traders i other
Hausa states These traderssold them o oher Northor West
Aftican societes in exchange for horses, hamesses, and
‘ouns. The Hausa kept some slaves o bulld and repai city
walls and grow f0od for the cites.

Al the Hausa city-states had simila forms of government.

¥ This Yoruba Rulers held great power over their subjects, but ministers and other officials
o et actod o check s power.For proteton, each iy-sate rsed an amy of
ftons ‘mouned horsemen. Allwough rulrs often schemed and fought 1o gain
S oot control ver thei neightors, none scceeded for long. The constant
frys

fighting among city-staes prevented any one of them from building 3

Hausa empire. ©

‘Yoruba Kings and Artists Like he Hauss, b Yoruba (YAWR-ulbuh)
‘people all poke a common language. Originaly the Yoruba-speaking
people belonged o 3 number ofsmal ity-states n the forests on the
Souther e of the savanna in what i oday Benin and southwesiern
Nigeria. In these communities most people farmed. Over ime, some
Of these smaller communities joined together under strong lesders.
“This I to the formation of seveal Yoruba Kingdorns.

(Considered divin, Yoruba kings served as the most important
religious and politial leaders in their Kingdoms. All oruba chiefs
raced thei descent from the firstruler o Ife (EE*Fy). According.
10 legend,th creato set his firstruler down o earh a e, where
he founded th frst Yoruba tate. His many sons became the heads
of other Yoruba kingdoms. All oruba chies regarded th king of
e s thei highestspiritual authoriy. A secet societyof elgious

and poliical leaderslimited the kingsrule by reviewing the deci-

sions he made.
feand Oyo were the two largest Yoruba kingdoms. If, devel-
oped by 1100, was the most powerful Yoruba kingdom uni the.

Iate 16005, when Oyo became more prosperous. As lrge urban

centers, bolh e and Oyo had high walls surrounding them.

Most rural fams in the surrounding aress produced surplus
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